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Washington Eeb. 3, i860.
Hetond lleceptlon of (he Season at the White

House.
Last night, although very stormy and inclement,

was couspicuuusiy brilliant among the votaries of
fashion. Besides balls and parties at many private
mansions the President and his daughters received
at the White House and the Knights Templars gave
a merry carnival at WUlard's. Cp to midnight car-

rtages flitted hither anu thither through the driving
rain and snow, and the belated pedestrian as he
trudge J through slush heard at Intervals the merry
hum of voices, blended with the soft strains of in-
Btrnmental music. The joyousnesa within <loor.s
made ample amends for the tempestuous character
of the night without.
At the Executive Mansion the President and his

daughters held their second levee of the season.

At eight o'clock the doors of the White House were

opened. Owing to the unfavorable weatner very
few persons ventured out on foot, and, therefore, no

crowd wal'ed under the portico, to rush In as the
doors swung open. Soon after eight o'clock car¬

riages began to arrive, and the parlors gradually
filled with the most distinguished and fashionable
residents of the capital. As the rooms were not so

densely crowded, as is generally the case at the
Presidential receptions, tbe visitors enjoyed a

greater degree of comfort. The East Room and the
long halls afforded ample space for promenading.a
kind of entertainment much In vogue on these
occasions.
The President received his gaests at the door of

the Blue Room, and the ladles, who stood on his
right, repeated tbe welcome. Here, as the callers
file slowly through tho door of the Blue Room, It Is
Interesting to observe the greetings that pass be¬
tween them and the Chief Magistrate of the nation.
Every condition of life is seen In the throng that
presses towa rds the President. Each person, distin¬
guished or humble, whether richly an3 fashi onably
attired or dressed in the plainest garb of poverty,
receives the same hearty and sincere greeting. The
humblest citizen is as graciously welcomed as the
most distinguished dignitary.
The display of elegaut dresses last evening was

remarkably Imposing, and the number of ladies
present was greater than usual. Tbe President was
assisted in receiving by Mrs. Stover and Miss Cur-
tin, daughter of ex-Governor Curtln, of Pennsyl¬
vania. Among the visitors were Secretary and Mrs.
McCulloch, Secretary Seward, Attorney Ueneral and
Mrs. Evarts, Secretary Browning and daughter, and
Miss O'Bannon; Secretary Welles, Senator and STre.
Dixon and daughters, Senator and Mrs. Norton,
Sonator Nye. Senator Ross, M. Oerruti, the Italian
Minister; SeOor VallGs, of the Spanish Legation;
Mr. Baltazzl, Secretary of tue Turkish Legation;
Baron Gerolt, the Prussian Minister; Count Turenno
and Vlconito d'Aalan, of the French Legation, and a

large representation of army and navy oiUccrs, with
their ladles.
Tbe Boll and Reception of the Knighta

Templar.
The ball and reception of the Grand Knight* Tem¬

plars, Washington Cominandery, No. 1, was held last
night at WUlarU's Hotel. The attendance was very
large, the ladies being unusually numerous, and
arrayed in dresses of style and fashion perfectly be¬
wildering. The halis, reception rooms and dancing
floor were jammed with tho moving mass
of humanity, and it was almost impossible 10

make room for qnadrilles or waltzes for the
benefit of those fond of the "light fantastic."
The dancing hall was tastefully decorated for
the occasion, Heaid's brass aud string band occupy¬
ing an elevated position in the centre and furnish¬
ing the necessary music. At half-past nine the pro¬
gramme of the evening was opened by the grand
entr+p, "Knights Templars March." played by the
Land; the dancing being subsequently Introduce!
and continuing until twelve o'clock, when supper
was announced, and In the hail adjoining forthwith
alt repaired aud discussed the good things with
which tho tallies were laden. J. B. Will, Kmlnent
Commander of the Washington Commundcry, occu¬

pied the head of the table, with the veteran It. H.
French on his right, and Kmannel Corbett of Balti¬
more Commanderr, No. 2, upon his left. Full and
arnpls justice was done to the splendid banquet, at
the conclusion of which dancing was resumed and
kept up to the small hours.
Sensation In Fawblonable Oircl«M»..>1arrlnRP of

1 (irnrral C'onmtncU.
The event which tho world of fashion, as repre¬

sented at the national capital, has long looked for¬
ward to with expectations of great gratification, the
marriage of denaral Cyras B- Cotnstock, Engineer
Officer on (leneral 0rant's staff, to Miss Elizabeth
Hialr, daughter of Montgomery Blair, took place this
evening. The fasnionable season In Washington
compared ravorablr, as regards spirit, eclat and
brililancr, with that of any of the largest and wealthi¬
est cities of the country. The aound of enjoy¬
ment is almost without Intermission, Balls, parties,
soip es (musical and dansante), receptions, dinner
parties, private theatricals and tableaux follow
cach other in quick succession; but the occasion on
which the beauty and fashion of this exceedingly
fashionable city appears to be In the acme of
their eojoTment is when a wedding occurs, as in tho
present Instance, among the very crfime m It
crime of their select circles. General ryrns B.
Comstock, as iiefore stated, la an officer of the Engi¬
neer corps United mates Army, and hss been a
member of Oeneral Grant's stair from an early
veriod of the war. a position which be has Oiled
with distinguished merit. He has hitherto resided
with General Grant, and enjoys the General's fullest
confidence. Miss Ellxalieth Blair, the bride, is a

charming young lady, and has been for some time
past one of the brightest ornaments of Washington
society. Miss Blair is the daughter of Montgomery
Blair by bia first wife, Caroline Bucknor Blair.
After the death of her mother she was taken
Mo the family of her grandfather, Frank P. Blair,
hr., where she has since resided. The following are
the bridesmaids selected for the bride;.First, Miss
Minna lilalr. the bride's sister; second, Miss M. Heck,
«f Kentucky, the bride's consln; third, Miss Violet
Hialr, bride's cousin; fourth, Miss Kosa Hands; flftli.
Miss Christine D. lilalr, bride's cousin and daughter
of General F. P. Plair. The names of the grooms¬
men who officiated on the oooasion are as follows:.
First, General J. W. Tnrner. of the Suiwlstence De¬
partment, united States Army; second, oeneral
Alfr.-d II. Terry, United States Army; third, General
Adam Hadeau, of General Grant's stnlT; fourth,
Colonel C.laries N. Graves, Thirty-fourth infantry;
II.th, Mr. William Hill toe.
I.nndfl (Granted I* the finrIInaton and Mis*

aouri Klver Knllronri.
r> (ommiss.ooer of the General Laud Office han

submitted to the Secretary of the Interior for ap¬
proval Lists Nos. 48 to M, inclusive, containing In
the aggregate 91,866 acres of lands selected by the
State of Iowa under acts of Congress approved
May 16,18^9, aud June 2,1864, "to aid In the con¬
struction of the Burlington and Missouri River Kail-
road."

The Pacific Railroad Joba.
The Senate Committee on Pacific Railroads held a

meeting this morning to finish the details of the
business which occupied their attention last evening.
Senator Howard took the charge of drafting the bill
and to have It ready for the meeting on Friday,
when its provisions will be again discussed, and at
a special session on Monday next finally deter¬
mined on. The length of each of the five roads em¬
braced in the bill is, in rouud numbers, as follows:.
Humboldt braneh, 600; Shreveport, 300;; Union
Pacific, Eastern division, 300; Northern Pacific, l,7M>;

.
Atlantic and Pacific, 2,000.total, 4,soo miles of rail¬
way. The rate of Interest on the bonds of
These roads was fixed at six per cent, payable in
currency, and running for thirty years. The govern¬
ment secures itself for the payment of the interest in
the manner already stated in the Rkrald of to-day.
The members of the Senate from the Southern States
are aU in favor of the Atlantic and Pacific road on
the thirty-fifth parallel and rapptift&M giitCrally 8f
every legitimate railroad enterprise before Congress.
They say the great necessity of the South is a raiiroad
system. The Union Pacific line is of no earthly benefit
to them, and they complain that uJl the powerful in¬
fluence of that ttcattliy C6ff>6MI5fl is at the bottom
of this opposition to any government aid
being granted to the projected lines on and
below the thirty-fifth parallel. Tlil3 opposition
developed itself in the committee, wl^re
t&e contcst over the question of guaranteeing
the Interest waa of the bitterest character, and tho
question was only decided in the cud hy a vote of
five to four, two members being absent. Senator
Howard spoke strongly against the principle of tlio
proposition, but, It la said, would have voted in It i

favor if the vote had been a tie, as tho Northern
Pacific Itallroad forms one in the combination of
lines anil deeply oonccrns the interests of the Stat,)
of M'efcljnin, from whence the Senator hails; but tho
N> rtUern Pacific would be left out in the cold if tiie
others had been defeated in tho object of receiving
government aid, as all were included in the one com¬
bination. Tho bill will hardly pass tlus session.
There is too little time loft to permit its running the
regular course of debate through both Houses.

TUe Alaska Fraud* Investigation.
The alleged Alaska frauds Investigation was con

tinned to-day before the House Committee on Public
Expenditures. Mr. Frederick P. Stanton was ex¬

amined at length relative to Robert J. Walker's
statement as to a certain newspaper correspondent's
effort to obtain a slice of the plunder. Mr. Stanton
confirmed all that was previously related by Mr.
Walker on the subject, including the threatened
kicking should the correspondent dare to make a

corrupt offer to the ex-Governor and ex-Secretary of
the Treasury. Mr. Stanton's testimony Is said to be
quite spicy, showing how certain newspaper men

make a business of hunting up jobs in which there
is money, so as to come in for a share of it under
threats of exposure If not silenced by golden con¬
siderations.
A Chapter from tho Secret IlUtory of Stan¬

ton's Administration.
There is considerable talk here still about tlie

Stanton order to General Banks to relieve General
Grant of his command before the capture of Vicks-
burz. It Is understood that BCnks hesita'es to pub¬
lish all he knows about the subject through delicacy.
He docs not relish the Idea of being the instrument
of showing a scandalous chapter in the secret his¬
tory of Stanton's administration of the War depart¬
ment. Some of his friends say that If he
Bliould give the papers in his possession to
the public be might also bring upon himself
the hostility of Wendell Phillips, Mho hates
Grant, and would pitch Into Banks for not taking a

step which would nave prevented Grant from be¬
coming General-in-Chief and President. Another
radical wing, too, would pitch into him for Injuring
the Stanton interest, which of course would sutrct
by the development or any Information that the
..American Carnot" really aid plot to destroy Grant
as he did a dozen other generals. This is the fix In
which General Banks finds himself. It Is due to him
to state that ho has had no haud In unearthing tie
curious development, all tho information on the sub¬
ject having so far emanated from Grant's friends.
It is not fair, therefore, to accuse General Banks of
having let tho secret out now, with a view to helping
himself into Graut's Cabinet.

Removal of Political Disabilities.
Thus far political disabilities have been removed

by Congress from about one hundred person*.
There are three or four hundred applications now
pending before the Committee on Hcconstruction
asking for similar favor. One-third of them are irom
Virginia.
Shrewd Attempt to Defrand the Government.
Home time since a letter was received at the office

of the Treasurer of the United States from the Re¬
ceiver of the United States Land Office at Hayfleld,
Wis, announcing that In accordance with instruc¬
tions he had mailed to Richard V. Clinton, banker,
at Washington. D. C* the *um of $1,076, the writer
enclosing a certificate of the Register testifying to
the same. As no letter had been sent from the de¬
partment conveying any such instructions the
matter at once excltei careful attention
for the purpose of frustrating any frauds in¬
tended to be imposed upon the government;
and also to secure from dishonest parties whatever
amounts might have been feut in accordance with
these Instructions, and which, without being seen at
the Treasurer's office, were at once regarded as

forgeries. A package containing checks, amounting
to over $0,000, winch had not been called for and
addressed, as stated in the Keg 1stit's letter, to the
Treasurer, was found at the Post office in this city,
and measures taken which secured the government
from much loss in that cose- A few days later an
other letter was received here from the same official,
enclosiug the Kegtnter's certificate of money mailed
to Richard V. Clinton, amounting to over $1,300. The
amounts named in both letters were duly received at
the Post Office here, aud, although not immediately
given, delivered to the Treasury authorities, and
means were taken to prevent auy loss whatever to
the government. An agent of the department was
made acquainted with all the facts of the case and
despatched to lieerfleld. Alter an interview with
the Receiver be obtained the pretended instructions
to which ilie Receiver alluded in his letter to the
department, and which lie had accepted as genuine.
These were enclosed In a white envelope addressed
to the Register and Receiver at Rayfleld, on the
right hand of which was printed, "Comptroller's
office, omclal business." and franked wiih a signa¬
ture purporting to be that of R. W. Taylor, the First
Comptroller. The forged Instructions were written
In a straining hand on a sheet of foolscap, and
say:-
Wlth a view to reducing the expense of depositing

the public moneys It luis been ordered i>y the
Honorable Hecr tary of this department that re¬
ceivers of public moneys remotely situated Irom tho
depositories l»c instructed to forward the fnnda by
mail. Therefore it is directed that the register and
receiver will from time to time count the fnnda In
the hitter's possession, and when the same shall
amount to $1,000 and upwards they shall Imiuo-
dlately be placed in a strong paper, wrapped and
nmded to the address of Richard v. Clinton, oanker,
Washington. The receiver will pay the postage on
cm li package, and In his acconnt, as disbursing
agent, charge the United (states the same. The
register will be present when the package Is
mailed, aud give the regular certificates In
triplicate as per fbrm herewith enclosod on
similar paper and In same handwriting.
The above change In the present system of placing
the moneys in the hands of the United Mates Trea¬
surer has been adopted for the reason that the u-iv.
erinent, Is now paving over three per cent on the
average for every dollar deixsNUid by receivers dis¬
tant from the depositories.
To this is appended Uie forged signature of the

First Comptroller, while there is endorsed upon tho
bock of the letter what purports to be In the hand¬
writing of r.eneral spinner, and a bungling attempt
at copying his autograph, a statement to the effect
that ho had examined tho within and approved the
sums; and also suggesting that the register and re¬
ceiver be allowed compensation for their trouble.
The whole matter bears evidenco of having iieen
prepared by some one who is familiar
with the business of tho department, though
not sufficiently so to enable him to enter
more fully into details. The checks which wore
received from the I'ust office Department, although
endorsed payable to the order of Richard V. (liaton,
weit paid bv U>e drawees at Mew York on the iwaur-

ance of the Treasurer that he would hold them
kftftalew on the transaction. When the amotlhta,
Including United States checks, were recovered from
the Post Office here they were placed by the Trea¬
surer to the credit of the receiver who had been Im¬
posed upon. About the tune the above letters were
received at Washington a party named Henry w.
V. Clinton was arrested at Panama, on a charge of
passing forged bills of exchange, and it is surmised
that he may oe the same party that sent (he fraudu¬
lent instructions to the receiver. . The package of
checks was in the post office here some days, and it
was owing to the absence of Clinton from the city
tha: they were recovered by the government.

Recusant Witnesses lit-tore the House.
The sensation in the House to-day was ti.e produc¬

tion by the Sergeant-at-Arms of the two recusant
witnesses.Florence Scannel and Henry Johnson.
arrested on charge of contempt of the authority of
the House in refusing to testify before the Ejection
Fraud Committee. These a.-e the first parties ai~
rested under a warrant from the Speaker since the
famous Wooley was brought to the bar ior refus.ng
to testify before i:ut;er's committee. Scannei is

a thick set man, and auswerod tho Speaker's inter¬
rogatories with an air redolent of the bowery b oy
as seen on the stage. Johnson was less bold, and,
Indeed, doubtless somewhat frightened; but still he
bore himself with remarkable composure consider¬
ing the noise und contusion all around him. Uuth
witnesses are In the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms
and will remain there uuttl they appear be.'ore the
commute to fucrrow. For the present they are

couimed in one o. the comfortable committee rooms
at the Capito',

PiiHy at General Batler's.
Ceneiui Uutler lus extended curds tor a fashion¬

able party to be given at lus residence on Tuesday
evening next.

I'obt Ofllro I'antr.irti Award.
Postmaster General itundall has made awards on

proposals submitted under advertisement to supply
the department tor the ensuing year at the follow¬
ing rates:.Letter balances, J4 for the large ones

and 7u cents for the small size; from l,2uo to 1,600
ma," be required. Eighteen thousand reams of
wrapping paper, 22 pounds to the ream, {2 15 per
re»m; for the large sized paper, 65 pounds to the
roun, *5 45 per ream. One hundred and twenty
trousand pounds of cotton twine, S3 c-nts per pound,
iweiity-tlve thousands pounds coarse bemp twine,
id cents per pound.

Knilrond Land Honntie*.
The Secretary of tuu Interior, in reply to a resolu¬

tion of the Senate, sayathe. aggregated quantity ol
lands certiiied under existmg laws lor railroads and
wagon roads to states, 'territories and corporations
up to January 3b. 1807, is 2l,5t>l,ooo acres, and for
canals nearly 4,500,000 acres. The quantity certified
to the following named fctates since that date is as

follows:.
Acres.

Minnesota, for railroad* 670,000
I'ai.forma, for railroads 2o,oao
Wisconsin, for wagon roads 7U,0iw
Oregon, lor wagon roads iy,0>u
Michigan, ior canals 280,000
Making a grand total of 27,000,000 acres.
General Hancock and the Politician*.

lu reference to the statements which have ap¬
peared in the papers during the last few days to
the effect that General Hancock's name hus been
mentioned by a portion of the press of Pennsyl¬
vania as candidate for Governor of that Slate at the
next election, it may be stated that it hus been
well known here ior several months that Generul
Hancock has persistently refused to bccomc a can-

diduto for that office or to interfere with the local
politics of his State so long us he may remain m
the army.

Consolidation of Army Bureau*.
An order has been issued lrom the War Depart¬

ment summoning a number of general officers of
the army to come to this city for the purpose of pre¬
senting their views to the Committee on Military
AlTalrs in regard to the proposed consolidation of
army staff bureaus. The nature of the business on

which tnetr presence is required is intimated to them
In the order, that they may come prepared lor exam¬
ination. It is understood from very good authority
that General Grant favors a material reduction iu
the number of officers in the different bureaus
rather than the consolidation of those bureaus.

Supreme C'oart Proceedings.
In the Supreme Court of the United states to-day

the following causes were argued:.
Nos. 65 and 60. Cases of the steamer Siren..Argu¬

ment coucluded.
No. 67. Pierce et ai. vs. Frown..Proceeding in

equity to obtain a decree declaring void a deed to
certain lands in Neoraska. Case submitted.

No. t>8. The C'lty of New Orleans vs. The New York
Mall steamship Company..case continued to next
term.
No. 70. Ilutler vs. Crowitz..Case in equltjr con¬

cerning title to certain lands in Maryland. Cause
submitted.
No. 71. Lltchficld vs. Dubuque and Pacific Rail¬

road Compau>..Action for the recovery of real
property in Iowa, submitted by plaintiff in error
und argued on the part of defendants.

it is said to be probable that the docket will be
cahed as high as No. 100 within the next two weeks.

General Grant on Impartial NnfTrajce.
[Washington (Feb. 2) correspondence of the Boston

Advertiser.]
General Grant in conversation this morning took

square ground in lavor of the principle of impartial
suffrage. He s«emed to have some doubt about tne
power of Congress to regulate suffrage by law, but
said that there could t<e no sound objection to
subiuiitlug a constitutional amendment to the
people, lie spoke of tho one passed by the
House on Saturday as embodying the right
liieii. but. expressed no opinion on the languag
therein cho»en. He said explicitly that the prin¬
ciple of impartial suffrage is right, in lUelt, utul
added tha; as we liav>' through the reconstruction
acts Imposed negro suffrage 011 the Southern States
It is only fair that the Northern Mates should give
the ballot to their own colored citizens, lie thought
the question at Issue uad better be disposed of as
soon as possible, so as to take a disturbing element
ont of our hflairs, and indicated a hope that the
Miien lioent would be passed by Cot-gress before
ine end ox tie present Session.

THE FORTIETH C0N3RES3.
Third Session.

£ZlfATE.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 3, 1880.

NEW YORK AND ANTWERP BTRAU 'HIP COMPANY.
Mr. Conklino. (ri p.) of i*. Y., presented . memo¬

rial or the New YorK and Antwerp Fteamsliip Com-
puny.

WOMAN'S icmusl.
Mr. Si mnkk. (rep.) of Mass., presented a petition

or cltUeus or Lexington, Oliio, In favor or woman
suffrage. Referred to the Committee on tne Judi¬
ciary.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
Mr. Morrill, (rep.) or Me., rroin the Committee on

Appropriations, reported a bill providing (or the

payment or salaries or employes in tlie Patent Offlco
for January aud February, and moved its immediate
consideration.
Mr. Fcsbkndkn, <rep.) or Me., objected.
Mr. Ross, (rep.) or Kansas, introduced a bill to en¬

courage the growth or forest trees. Rererred to the
Committee on Public Lands.
Mr. Conki.ino introduced a bill to encourago tlio

blinding of steamships in the l aited States. Refer¬
red to tlio Committee on Finance.
Tne bill provides that all steamships heretofore

built and registered in the l imed Mates, or which
may be built in the .I'nlted States within Ave years,
shall be released from the payment of all dues ami
taxes to the i'nlted Stoles so long as they are em¬
ployed in transporting the I'nlted State* malls at a
compensation not exceeding the amount or ocean
ami Inland postages, and exempts all material used
In their construction or equipment rrotn payment or
duties ami taxes to the United states.
Mr. Williams, (rep.i or Oregon, introduced a bill

for the relief or Inhabitants or cities aud towns in
New Mexico, Artsona aud Utah. Referred to the
Committee on Public Lands,

AMINDMKNTS TO TilK .IffDlOtAKY STSTBM.
Mr. Trumbull, (rep.) of In., from the Cohimittee

on the Judiciary, reported back, with amendments
the bill recently lntroonced b.r linn to amend the
judiciary system or the United States. As amended
in the committee It reads as follows:.
Be It enacted, Ac., That the Supreme Court of the t'nltsd

Htaiea *hatl herealtrr nimlil of the Chief Juntos of the t nited
State, an>l el.-hi aasoclsts justice*, any aii of whom ahal
constitute a quorum: and for thla purpnae there (hall be appointed an additional Jn*tlcs of said court.
Motion I. I hat for each of the nlno eitatlnx Judicial clr

cults thsre thatl im appointed a circuit Judge, WHO shall re-
elds In hie circuit »nn ahall poSSSSS the eatne | ower and jurladiction therein aa the juattcesof the Supreme Court alinttm
to the circuit. I he circuit court* In each circuit *hall b"
held hr the Justice of the Supreme Court -tllotteil to the cir¬
cuit or by the circuit juiliie of ihr circuit, t>r bj the flMtrtct
Jjntpof tne district Kitting aiono, or hy any two of them all
ling together. And aucb courts may lie held at the ran e 'line
in the iilScrenl iil.irlcts 01 the nuns circuit, and mors than
mis each rourt may lie held at llic name lime lit the «»me ilia
trie!. Mis circuit judges aball eat li receive an nniidal aalarr
of $*,»><>.
Pre.*. Thst ivithln* In tnW set shall affect the powers of

the justice* of tlie Supreme Court a* Jn.tg-* of the circuit
comt, liwfi In ths appoln mi'iit of slsrkl of the circuit
(Vint*, whiga lu estu cticuu sIiaiI bs aauomted bt the clr-

ahiil&$&!£*. *ni?tb# Blerlu of ,hs '«**rJet court
S*<. ?. "« (? .h^..bSLiu>igM lh8r,or 'w««U*ely.

Supreme Cum to .XudVi V'U.,r of nC" of ,h«
coan :n each JUiriciufh.V llifm tu c4reu"
two yfcari.

ur LJ circuit dur.ujj every teriuil of

"'.Mr? fkrltrn' V'0,31 TUE, Jcn>iciA*r coxMrmi.

ported favira'wva' hm'f® 'PKinmlttee, re-

ofjudgmeiui in r.niroi
Provide for the exeeutiou

and adverst v <«.
cases pub.uhed January 12),

Judiciui Hytt/a, r 01 b:liH rel*tiB# to me

sou's corSrSaSki auu)°* themllr. vvti-

Itia the nimKo^T.#? he Supreme Court by inorcas-

tl;e jua;cia c,rcUi 8U8»ne.8 i,° f"urtecn «<1 changing
the rule*" iSn.'Sfi ""J Mr Jdortou^i to cotArm
Mates Couts toti J 4 P#;eaa'-Ua fie raited

and the il.uV br °'^e, rii^Uve States.

Mr Cnf-tuvl"0 T"E VE,'AH AItli *!veh.

le onewKin1!106" {fow »» Commit.
Uio b;il j?o c %J»°t\r9.'!h ,a" -""euamttit,
t!iu ereill fi of r hHrt-i r !Ue lU'ea .State* to

»» Delaware, be-

Mr. Wiuov 0,,r»n.VE^K¥/NT AMBKAtS.

Committee reponeS Jifh '' fr"m t,!C

amen.laioiameoameM. th* bill
ars '"u- ^ssasKjpsa&s:t01 ,he

cotistttutKy'.' vrln* amendment to the

uabS'&fnj-a ur l?hr1*i 0frf Vbe £nM*1 S«a«w to

or any Stdteun a. c iuift o ?rowrir ?* y Uui,ed-'*tei
coni.iiioh tfaervimde-U!d ' "'*rly' .r»<*. eoicw ur pre.-ioue

oi IU «*e oi iw,.m,.nn, ,y I."1® e;u"L of «<. i nuol

"""¦>>. »U:l j.v* uq ea. I. vT.\, u-
' 4!J" w"° " 01

wbteh h# -ill.. I,jl t a'ttiTJ ;n t!;e State in

Dfcit prtcedn << . ? e 11 1 * Pi;nou o/ one rc«r

if. itwu lealon or Vet ,.»,Vr n .»-VC? " ter'"'ST
or. i inch 5 Uwl'uttea
sn.'Hiucari .Uiic.

^oxmctLil oi iita»on, fe.ocy urc*.ii«r

CU LJ^ir^^^"!;"i!.havo Fower 10 .»'««« thu artl-

Mr r.i'w* ,N"IAN war claims.

tliiwfv"^ h«,c're'',,"ji '"vva- onerta a resolution

.i i niii. lo a' v tjje Interior to farnisli i

.io- reda-'imu eiaiinanw :ar compensation lor

,, v! ' ' alJ" 8luco* Ado*-tod.
,.

1 AVMJ--N1 Ot Jri£S.SJ3.WGX£K^ ND riF'ttfii

tii°

°^K^("etuo of iBd. the

ibe Jjenatc then resumed the consideration of the

?SD OtfLOXATIO AITROI KIATION BIL1

tO eU-iteLout tn'ft' l.0'?"' 0fl1>' reae. ." "'o'ton

IMBSr^,rl or two

ligationsof't^e treatv!' rc8tate(* «- vie. of the ob-

pr!«?edlSfi!e ^ibuaV°°t^ of '^e mon?T hereby appro.
<ieut of the mtei Male. ,hvl At, V^"7, ua;«*« ">e AcH-
meat oi «.reut iiritRin ii-. /' application to the coreru-

menobjecunuiXc^ZL'T^ """

i\Tj.r lh° "u'e

SHSSS"--"
tur sfiouid be louud ready and w^nfm, . ,

auy ,><sua-

a lLTl:^?!or " $8Lto Btnke down

saclinaeita na^not1 treated 'ua^o^a'iot?1" '/I. Ma°'

empty Bioquencc, I certainly wmii i f' l' feast of

ou tue SBbjeCt; but that Senator 8peak a)?ain
tiding me aa eeeKlnir to atriki. rinuni »

111 "".{"'a-

&fa'i£r!&538lSSg
is; «sS'E¥"3HH('3°
rnent twelve thouaaud dollars^ yo^r u,^ ,

n'

w«w.vah^ir',!!::
au\he1uii"meniLiit^VSP^^astiJrSSfflS?

W®^®RiCKS SHid that the Hcnfltnr fVnm true

jachuuetu sua insmtod mat tlii*
for the aopproiaiun of the"lave tK t?at i,T
capital in me dlseusaion, but the iimtU'r r, anv ha^
nothing to do with the suppressmn or E,» S.5?.'1
trade. Thequeatlou before^R!itewM(lS
whetner certain gentlemen should tie supported cfnt
earn it.

P<i0l"C'', moUL>y wllt,out d<*>«^wSStR
oppoied ''17?Ir'V OT Me > ^ had been
opiMjped to the treaty wueu It was llrat au<r<rcar>.>i
because he waa opposed to allowingfoS v^eN
to board American vtaaeto under unTci .um" tan^-
but theamy being inideww litBdlmr«SjaE3|

out u5Mi tornHnatetl or chaiitfod. lit* then
movtd an ftmeudmeut re<|uestiuir the i reninpnf tn

states connected witn said courts tnali cealii
fraassar
i^«.%7r«rr^"»s'ss
Mr. PATTKRkon, of N. If. oiTprpil an

providing that ill ooltectiug commit [e« W«.
noneyssnall be tak.n at the ra;es provided n » .

Treaaury schedule. Adopted.
y lea lu tuu

!r°'" tl,e Committee on Forelm h<».

ri£?£5SHs"*«stsvsSs i
'^,r- "*mset move an amondinent to nend a con

uJ b'->elistr* aetileuient. Adopted
mekov, (rep.) of Kan., moved to ad l an mi

dltlouil aeeUoo, provided that ail nonliJii , i

.ular agents who are Miuier native nonaaturai^i
cituent (bah be distuiaaea wjtinn thirty days aiier
the parage of una act. it was lost

Jer

i he bill was t.ien pnaaed.
WlVILRfiln fl fATRVfRVT.

Mr. Williams roue to a que>-iiou of privilege and
railed attcutlou to a statement ma,it* yeswriiuy by a
member of tuo House to bIhiw the absurdity of itie
Tenureof Office act, to wit:.That Um postmaster
at 1'ortland, Oregon, was In prison for speculation,
,vct tue President could uot remove litiu, because it
did not suit the senate to allow his removal. Ihts
statement. Mr. WilHums said, was untrue In everr
pHriirular, the postmaster 111 quesilou having been
removed, tneti ami convictei, and bis successor
having Uocti nominated and continued promptly.

THE TKNt'RR Or OPFICK ACT.
Mr. Crimes thought this an opportune time to ask

the Jfc'tiuior (Mr. Williams) when the committee
would report the bill to repeal the Tenure of iiillce
law which had been referred to it.
The I'rksiiient.That Is no part of the buslncsi

beiore the Senate.
Mr. (Jkimm. i hen I jive notice that if flint com-

mittee does no: bruin It up before lue Senate I stiail
call it up at an early day.

Mr. Williams said he was not the chairman of
the committee, but he believed that gentleman would
call up tnc bill as soon us he could have an opportu¬
nity.
CONSIDKRATION OF TUT CONSTITUTIONAL AMEND¬

MENT.
Mr. Strwart. (rep.) of Nev., moved to take up the

pending constitutional amendment.
Mr. mjkkman, (rep.) of ulilo, moved to take up the

Currency bill.
Mr. Morton, (rep.) of Ind., was in favor of taking

up the amendment because If It were to !>e acted
upon uy the Mate Legislatures this winter the action
of v ougress upon It could uot be longer decayed.

Mr. Morrill, (rep.) of Vt., preferred to take up the
Kliiuncc bill. The need for action In thai direction
was pressing, and the time In which tt could be had
at this session was very brief.

Mr. Draki, (rep.) of Mo., thought the pending
flnanc.al question of very Utile importance com¬
pared with tho constitutional amendment establish
tug the rights of man. Besides the amendment re¬
quired a two-thirds vote, and thero might uot l»e
such a vote in favor of it lu the next tlouso of Repre¬
sentatives.
The senate then voted to take up tbe constitu¬

tional amendment.yeas 3J, nays JO.
Mr. Sherman moved to postpone It temporarily,

and take up the currency bill. Carried.
Mr. mikkman then moved topostpoue the Currency

bill until to-morrow. Carried.
On motion of Mr Stewart the Senate repntned the

consideration of the constituiioiml amendment us

passed by tho Ilouxe.
Mr. Rrlwanr moved to amend by striking ont the

first section and substituting that reported by the
heuate Judiciary Committee
Ths rl.hl of idlbrn* of thr I'nltml Static lo role *ml hoi I

lrt»ti «li*il net bo iIpiiikI oi lbriil|(« by itii« t nlip.l Shim ..r

by any M«l( <? aciount of r»c«, color, or prtvioua coiiuliliii
oi anrvtliKlt

Mr. Wii.i.iam* moved to Insert before "cltlinns"
the words "natural bom."

Mr. ihioLi ifu aiu;acsted that "natlvo iwn" would

be better, bat Mr. Williams did not accept the
amendment.
Mr. BVcIiUw offered the following, to be added

at the end:.
The foregoing amendment shall be anhmltted for ratifica¬

tion to iheLecls'aturn of tbe icrtnl Stales, the most nume-
ruu» brooches of which shall be chosen next alter tha pas¬
sage of this resolution.
Mr. Howard, (rep.) of Mich., offtred the following

as a substitute lor tbe joint resolution reported by
the Judiciary Committee:.
Citimia of the (Jolted States, of African descent, ahall

Lave the same right to vote and hold office as other citizens.
Mr. Curbktt, (rep.) of Oregon, moved to add:.
Hut Chinamen not bora in the United RUtea and Indiana

not taxed shall not be deemed aa made citizens.
liese and other amendments offered were ordered

to be printed.
Mr. Kkuky, (rep.) of Conn., being entitled to tbe

floor on the amendment, moved to adjourn, and so
at half-past four tlie senate adjourned.

HOTJiS OF EEPBESIWTATIVE3.
Washington, Feb. 3, 1600.

FLECTION IN MISSISSIPPI.
Mr. Rsck, (dem.)of Ky., introduced a bill provid¬

ing for the holding of an election In Mississippi. He-
lerred to the Committee on lteconstructlon.
HIS JNTKKIOK DKl'AUTMENT stationery CONTitACT.
Mr. Kla, (rap.) of N. H., from the Committee on

Printing, reported a joint resolution in relation to
the stationery contract of the Interior Department
witli Deinpsey ic O'Toole. It directs the Secretary
of the Interior not to receive or moke payment for
800,000 sheen of bond paper, claimed to have been
ordered at $24,coo; to withhold the paymentol $2,U80
lor printing 17,00o patent heads, the work not hav¬
ing been performed. Also, to withhold the value of
4).gj0 sheets of bond payjr, at eight cents per snee t,
now m^be custody of Uie contractors. Also, toae-
.liict from their unpaid bill the amount charged for
Koous not included iu the contract, above tuo ordi¬
nal y market urice.

Mr. Kla made a brief explanation of the objects of
and the reasons tor the joint re solution.
Mr. uailin, (rep.) of N. Y., coin mended tlie Indus¬

try. assiduity and regard lor the public Inierests
manifested by Mr. Eia iu the prosecution of the In¬
vestigation. The language uf tlie report lndlca eu a
fair, liberal spun towards ail the parties involved in
tue matter, '1be result of tlie investigation showed
>m tue part of tbe oliicess of tbe Interior Department
either ^ross stupidity, grots carlesmiess, o. giuso
criminality,
Mr. Millkh, irep.) of Pa, inquired whether these

features m tue .nteilor Department took place unuer
tlie present incumbent?
Mr. Laflin replied tiiat there was nothing in the

testimony taken before tne couiuiiUee that r-jilecteu
on the integrity or capacity of ihe Secretary or the
Interior, he had beea misled by the advice ol bis
subordinates lu whom h had coutidence. He went
on to .sliow the detective and cheating principle on
which the contract had beea awarded, lnstancins
tne ease of bond paper, wtiich was contracted lor at
eight cents a sheet, whereas a lair protlt would have
accrued at two cents a sueet.

ilr. Maynakd. (rep.) of Tenn., asked Mr. Laflin
whether the contract system'was not defective ana
If it could not be changed.
Mr. Laflin replica tuat, in the opinion of the

Committee on Printing, tire whole contract system,
us connected with stationery in all the departments,
was wrong in principle and wrong in execution.
The committee had prepared and would soon report
a bill changing the whole system oi placing the
supply of stationery nnuer the suuie law and regula¬
tions as the supply of public printing. In the course
of his remarks he made sonic reflections upon the
Acting Commissioner ol Patents (Mr. burnt), intimat¬
ing tnat irom certain tacts winch he stated mere
must have been some understanding between Mr.
Stout and the contractors.
Mr. cake, (rep.) of l'a. (another member of the

committee), remarked that he was not so tender
about the Secretary ol the Interior as the chairman
of tne committee seemed to be. He did not think the
Secretary's skirts were so clear, nor did he coincide
iu throwing the blame on Mr. Stout, wno was only
two months in the position of Acting Commissioner
oi Patents. He believed that it the investigation
had been carried through otuer departments similar
frauds would have been discovered.
Mr. Stevens, (rep.) oi M. H., asked If the Secretary

of the Interior was not the contracting pa.ty
Mr. Kla said he was.
Mr. Stevkns.Then how can he dives ihlmself of

the responsibility for these tptuds i
.Mr. Kla.He is sometimes misled by cunningsubordinates,
Mr. Covodb, (rep.) of Pa., remarked th.it it was

evident a high crime bad been perpetrated. He
wanted to know who was the criminal. For paper
that should only cost $6,000 the government had paid
i21,000. Each member of the committee seemed to
be defending some one against the charge, and the
House was not lntormed who the high criminal was.
After further discussion the joint resolution was

passed without a dlvieiou.
Mr. Ela, from the same committee, reported a bill

to provide stationery for Congress and the several
departments. The bill provides that the heads ol
each of the Executive and Judicial departments at
V. ushmgton and the secretary of the Senate and tbe
C' erk oi tlie House shall have estimates made quar¬
terly, and at each succeeding session uf Congress, of
the stationery required for the year, aud that the
same is to be supplied by tbe Congressional i'rinter
under contract. Tlie oUl was passed.

PF.KVEHSK WITNESSES.
The Sergeant-at-Arms at two o'clock appeared be¬

fore the oar or the House, having In custody Florence
Scanned of Jiew York. under a warrant issued by
the Speaker for contempt of the House lu i e/uslug to
answer questions put to htm by the Select commit¬
tee on the New Vork Election Frauds.
Mr. Lawrence, (rep.) of Ohio, chairman of the

Select Committee, ottered the usual resolution, di¬
recting tbe Speaker to ask the witness as to what ex¬
cuse lie had to offer for relusing to answer the ques¬
tions of tue committee, aud as to whether be was
now ready to appear before tbe committee and
answer.
After Home discussion between Messrs. Lawrence,

Wood and Robinson the refutation was adopted,
and the Speaker, addresstbg Mr. Iloreuce scaonel,
put to hlxu the two questions embodied la the reso¬
lution.
Mr. .-cannel, who was quite sell-possessed through-

out the sceue, replied that lie had no teuton for re¬
fusing to answer, except that he had given to the
gentleman whose usme the committee had required
lam to divulge a promise that ho would uot mention
it. He had, however, conferred with him since
then, and the gentleman was willing his name
should be given. Consequently, he (Mr. Scan tie I)
w*is ready to appear before the committee and an¬
swer the question.Mr. Seinftel Was then remitted to custody until he
should i>e examined by the c nummee.
The Scrgc.int-at-Arms again appeared at the bar

with another recusant witness from New Vork,
Henry Johnson, la regard to whom similar proceed¬
ings were had.
The Speaker stated that he had received a letter

addressed to him as Speaker from this witness,
muting, tlrst, that he had presented tunnel l at the
place designated l>y the oiileer wno had served the
Humtnous aiul that the officer was not present; sec¬
ond. that his'pecuniary means ha<i prevented liirn
from oomlng to Washington to obey the sub,>a>na of
the coiumittoe. This letter, the .-peater a<lded, he
bad presented to the chuiriuau of the committee.
The witii ss, Henry Johnson, in reply to the two

questions put to him by the Speaker, as directed by
tae resolution, said:."I have Mver refused or neg¬
lected to obey the summons of the couiiuittee, aud
l am ready to answer any questions that may now
Ik- put to me."
Mr. Lawrence, of Ohio, moved that the witness

remain in custody until he ahoutd oe examined by
the connilttee.
A lively discussion arose between Messrs. Law-

hence. Wool). Hohi.nson and others, contending
that the witucs had purged himself of contempt
and should be discharged from cusody.

in ttie course ot the discussion Mr. BOWWOW,
(gem.) of N. T., sold perhaps the exhibition which
we have presented is the best example of the tyran¬
nical course which men will pursue when dressed in
a lit ie brief authority.
Tne Steak kk, interrupting, said he doubted

whether those remarks were parliamentary.
Mr. lioBiNsoa.I have made no refereace to any

member ot the House.
Mr. 1NGKHSHI.L, (rep.) of TIL, required the words to

be taken dowu.
The words havlnu been written out by the reporter

and read by the clerk, tfie steaeer ruled tlmt the
words were not parliamentary, the House Itself Hav¬
ing ordered the Investigation and having also or¬
dered the arrest for apuareat contempt of ins author¬
ity . In reference to tne remark of ibe gentleman
iroin New Vork that he had not applied the words
to auy member, the speaker thought that the tlrst
part of the language applied directly to the transac¬
tion before the House, which was the lesolutlou ou
the New Vork election frauds. ._
, Mr. Robinson rose to explain, hut Mr. Hiobt,
(rep.) of Cat., and others objected, and he w as re¬
quired to resume his seat.

After considerable discussion the motion or Mr.
Law hence was agreed to, aud Henry Johuson was
remitted to the custody 01 the sergeant-at-Arms un¬
til he shall have appeared before the committee and
testified.

constttitional amendment.
Mr. Moo**, (rep.) of N. J., presented the petition

of John F. Ilodlue and eight* -eight other citueus of
vviiiiamotown. N. J. praying that the constitution
of the Inited States lie so amended that God shall be
acknowledged as the source of all power and the
Lord Jeeus Christ as the ruler of nations.

SRI IK It NO THE (WWWHWt HI VHB.
The House then took up the business of the morn¬

ing hour.the bill repotted yesterday from the Com¬
mittee on Koads and Canals, giving the consent of
Congress for the erection ot a drawbridge over the
Connecticut river, near Mlddletown, br the New
Haven, vv nil titan tic and Mlddletown Railroad Com¬
pany in accordance with the resolution of the dene-
at Assembly of conueciiout in its May session of

1
Mr. Hhibarp, idem.) of Conn., moved to substitute

for the third section the loilowigfc:.
That said bridge skull be ronatrueted and nsei In mrh

manner M to rsiur no material or lubttaDUal oixtrucilon to
the irw n«*ln*OoB el Ibe rirrr.

He spoke In support ot his amendment.
Mr. ijtareweather, (rep.) of Conn., addressed the

House in opposition to it.
rue aineaduieni. was rejected.yeas no, noys M.
on tuotlou of Mr. Kerr, (dem.) of Ind., tne see-

orm section was amended so as to require the bridge
to lie built in aceorditiicc with tne requirements of
the second section of tae resolution of the OendMi
A. -einbiy, and the bill thus anioiuled was passed.

Mr. Wn.HoN. (rep.) of ohlo, front tne saaie com¬
mit.<.e, upotteu a bill giviug tue consent of Con

gress to the erection of a drawbridge over the Con¬
necticut river by the Shore Line Hallway Company,in accordance with the reran of a resolution of the
General Assembly at its May session of Ux>8.
There being no opposition to this bill It was

Ptawed without discussion.
«. TH» AIB line railroad.

900*1 of 111., from the same comtclttee.

.*"" * vr» ¦». nu

support or it.
JgJSS* aa'd he Plumed that It would be ad-
be orJerv the P«*Po»«l railroad would

nnhun
*wh«?fhanu^e t0 the government and

In? Pu7t -.
ll1® capital was Invaded, not long?rftnu'nnrtT^t»?5fIi ulterlT inefficient for the

«in,in.
a niunitlous of war the single

* waa* J1 coulJ not be succesafullydenied that the construction ol an air line road fromWashington to New York would be as legitimate anexeiclse of power to provide for the common de¬fence as tne casting of cannon #r the establishmentof magazines* The proposed road was necessary inorder to secure the transmission of themalls. It was in the power of the m»"
agere of the existing line of road to cutoff all postal communication between Washingtonand New York. The proposed road was also neces¬
sary to relieve commerce from the burdens Imposed
upon it by State legislation. The Btate of Marylandrequired one-fifth of the amount received for trans¬
portation through the state to be paid into its trea¬
sury, being now thirty cents Jor each passengerbetween Baltimore and Washington; so the state of
New Jersey required the payment of ten cents per
passenger and fifteen cents per ton of merchandise
carrledby railroad through that State. He alluded to
the fact, also, that within a few months past persons
passing along the existing route had been violentlyassailed for their political views, and beaten
and outraged. He then went on to
argue the constitutionality of the measure,
lie did not see how any distinction could be made
between the power to widen and deepen a river lor
the benefit ox commerce and the powers to construct
a railroad for the same purpose. The end sought in
either case was the same; tliu exercise of power was
the same. If congress might deepen Lake St. Clair
it might construct a railroad around It If the interests
01" c munerce could bj thereby better served, it was
too laie now to question the power of Congress to
or ate avenues o. commerce that did not exist be¬
fore. In this- connection, Mr. Cook presented a
tabular statement of the appropriations made by
Congress lor works of interi.ai improvement for the
last lory years. There was no power given in
the constitution to er;ct iigh.houses, one., ex¬
cept tne power to regulate commerce. The prac¬
tical question was wuetiMT Congress can regulate
tuts vast and increasing commerce among the states
carried on by means of railways, or whether that
commerce can be regulated by monopolies with
powers only limited i»y the amount of capital at their
command. The details of the bill had been framed
with cure to preveut the creation of fictitious capital
¦took, to prevent heavy charges and to prevent un¬
necessary delays, and it wus confidently believed
that the road could aud would be bmlt if the bill be¬
came a law, aud that a speedier, cheaper anJ better
communication would bo established between Wash¬
ington and New York.
The morning hour expired at a quarter pist three,

and the bill went over till to-morrow.
WJSSTEHN MILITARY CLAIMS.

Mr. Spalding, irep.) of Ohio, irorn the conference
Committee on the joint resolution providing for tne
disposition of certain papers relating to military
claims accruing In tne Department of the West, re¬
ported that the committee had been unable to agree,
then moved that the Senate amend rneut to the joint
resolution be agreed to, with an amendment, which
was agreed to.

I'NIfMRM SYSTEM OF NATURALIZATION.
Mr. Poland, trep.) of Vt., introduced a bill providing

for a uniform system of naturalization, whlcu was ref¬
erred to the Committee on Kevision of Laws. The bill
proposes to admit aliens to citfzeusnlp after a con¬
tinuous residence in the United States tor four years
and Six months. Proceedings for naturalization are
to be restricted to the circuit cour:s aud district
courts or the United States, and the courts or lush¬
est jurisdiction in eacu State aud Territory which
hold stated sessions In each county tor the trial or
civil causes. It requires a notice of Intention to be
filed and sworn to one year and six months before
naturalization; also a notice thirty days before ap¬
plication stating acre, residence aud occupation, Ac.

STKA11SUIPH OWNED IN LOYAL STATES.
Mr. Pile, (rep.) of Mo., introduced a joint resolu¬

tion relating to steamships and other boats owned In
the loyal States, which was referred to tne Judiciary
Committee.

THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL.
The House, at half-past three o'clock, went into

Committee of the Wnole, Mr. Wilson, of Iowa, in the
chair, on the Indian Appropriation bill and on a
bill appropriating $10,oqo lor tne Yankton Sioux
tribe.
After disposing of them the committee rose and

repoited them to the House. Helore acting upon
them tie House, at hall-past four o'clock, took a re¬
cess till half-past seven this evening, the session to
be conilntd exclusively to the Internal Revenue bill.

ET«n!i| wpMion.
THE INTERNAL REVENUE BILL.

The House resumed Its session at half-pasl seven,
In committee of the Whole, Mr. Scofleid in the chair,
aud proceeded with the consideration of the Internal
Revenue bill, tatting It up at section taxing gas
at the rale of ten cents per 1,000 cubic feet. No
amendment was made to the section.
The next section. Imposing five per cent Income

tax. was amended, on motion of Mr. Scuence, by
exempting military and naval pensions.
Mr. Holman, idem.) of lnd., moved to Impose a

tax of ten per cent on the interest accruing from
United States bonds.
Mr. Schknc* made the point of order that the

amendment was proposing aapeciiic tax on a par¬
ticular species of property.
The Chairman sustained the point of order, and

the amendment was ruled out.
Mr. Peters, (rep.) of Me., moved to amend the

section by reducing the taxes on incomes on the first
thousand dollais above a thousand dollars. He said
that it was one of the hardest taxes on tbe calendar.
Mr. Scuence.To collect*
Mr. Petrrs.Hardest to pay. I know that the In¬

come tax is not very severely collected, which is in
itself an evidence of its hardship.
Mr. Scubnck opposed the amendment, arguing

that the machinery for collecting the income tax
was in fair operation and it would not be wise to
break np the machinery. He was sometimes amused
to see how righteous people were horrlfled at whia-
key and tobacco frauds, forgetting that they them¬
selves cheated the government by lying returns of
income. There had been as much fraud proportion¬
ately on incomes as on tobacco aud spirits.
Mr. peters.Are not those frauds committed par¬

ticularly In the returns of large incomes f
Mr. NCUKKCK.In all amounts of income. He

thought it better to let the law run as it u until I:
expired by Its own limitation at tbe euJ of the year
1869.
Mr. PgrERf.It will be renewed.
Mr. scuence.It mar be or It may not be. His

own Impression was that instead of the gloomy
view presented last night by Mr. Xlblaek It will be
round that the receipts irotn customs and Internal
t.ixes the next fiscal year wia run over four hundred
millions of dollars, leaving a handsome margin, after
the payment of all ordinary expenses ami the inte¬
rest on the public debt, towards the gradual extin¬
guishment of the public debt. There is prooably no
tax which .causes leas distress or is feit less as a
burden on the community at large than the income
tax.
The amendment offered by Mr. Peters waa re¬

jected.
Mr. Grrx. <dem.) of Pa., moved to strike ont tho

whole secttou. He waa willing to act now on tho
hope expressed by the chairman of the Committeo
of Ways aud Means. They had been promised
wholesale retrenchment and reform under the next
administration, and if those promises were carried
out the income tax might certainly be dispensed
with. If It should be round that the government
conld not get along without tiie income tax it might
be renewed.
Mr. Allison, (rep.) of Iowa, moved to amend the

section t'v sulking out that part of It which limit*
the duration ol the Income tax to the year 1370. He
hoped that the tax might be dispensed with, but he
did not wish to have any implied promise on the
subject, desiring to leave the whole subject of taxa¬
tion open. Ills own judgment was that before en¬

tirely dispensing with the income tax ihey ought to
reduce the percentage gradually.perhaps to two
or three per cent next year, aud afterwards to one

per cent, lie Old not believe In striking out at a
single bonnd a tax of thirty or forty millions.

Mr. Wood, (dem.) of N. v., expressed his regret
that the exemption of $1,000 was not Increased to
f j,imw. It bore hard on the Industrious classes of
the people, whose income was barely sufficient to
enable them to live. Thoy should be relieved from
iucu an unjust burden. He was against any income
tax whatever. It was contrary to the spirit of
American institutions. It enabled the officers of the
government to Interfere with certain domestic
private Individual rights that had been by all natloua
exempt rrotu .fllelal Interference.
The ameudmeui oflereu by Mr. Allison was agreed

to.
Mr. Omt then withdrew his amendment.
Mr. w ooi> tn»ved to reduce the tax to three per

cent. He sain he did 'so 111 good faith, believing u
would produce a larger revenue.
Tbe amendment was rejected.
Mr. Uolmak moved to insert a new section, taxing

the interest on United Nates bonds ten per ccut.
11* reminded tbe IIou*e that at the last sesaton, by a

large ma;orltj, the House had, on motion of Mr.
Cobb, pledged Itaelf to that principle.
Mr. sctiKNt'E suggested that the House of Repre¬

sentatives waa a mighty uncertain body, and that
that vote had been given on tbe eve of a general
.lection.
Mr. Holman expressed his surprise that the chair¬

man of the Committee of Ways and Means would
And a partisan explanation for the action ol the
House.
Mr !H*hknck argued against the unfairness and

bad ratth mumed in the proposition, and attributed
to the democratic party the odium of having got up
the attempt to violate the national faith.
Mr. Broom all, (rep.) of Pa., also argued against

the proposition.
Mr. btxvbms, of S. H., repudiated the explana¬

tion given by Mr. Sclienck ol the vote of last ses¬
sion In favor of taxing 1 uited Slates bonds. It 1m
plied that the vote was Riven for a partisan purpose
and un ier the pre-*ure of political Influence. Kor
htmscit He had given Ills vote on that occasion in
favor of that proposition tinder instruction oi the
republican party ol Sew Hampshire.

.vlr. St HENta.i'lien you did It against your own
judgment.

nr. HattJAXtN, <rep.) of Mo., said that the people
had discussed and passed Upon the qneftlon, declar¬
ing mat justice should be done to tiie public credit*
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